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' By. aLl counts Lhe Rlpon C0m~ .
m}onwea(rk Press"2009 Person of
sthe Year should be one grumpy o

guay. : ;

-John Roesch Slj. grew,np ina. .
tough, working-class little Indiana
town.

“After joining the Marines, his
leg vias shot in the Korean War,

Roesch settled with his fam-
Lly in Ripor, only.to become a
widower father of six after losmg
his wife, Kathryn, to Lo Gehng s
disease. R

3

ofa bully in high
Ladwig; his you

But somewhere, somehow, g
Roesch grew o reahze the sun w:

“He's probably the" most L pos
tive person that I've ever met,”! So:. -
renson said, *He always puts others,
ahead of himsglf . If you need 2 t
ﬁ1end , he's there If he senses |

“Y ife has O [havea problem,
thrown all sorts .. for example,] ",
gft[agedy at . .he H call me at !
hun"R]pOn yofﬁceona jobealyto -
altoraey and " Satwrday and. . Jookafter - .-
felloy INoon Ki- say, ‘Let's go_ his Kathryn,
waniari Steve for a side.™ who died in
Sorenson safd of . Likewise, 1991 at the
his good buddy. _hé. alyvays has age of 62. oo .
“But ke didn’t , .been available “He retired early o, take care of  knew this was the man I'd bike to male, cheerfully abiding by an
grow ip'tobe . forh hischildren.  her in her end stages," Ladwig said. spend the rest of my life with” arrangement with Celia to altertate
[bitter]. Hes - © “He's been there Katheyn's kusband and young- Roesch is a gentleman, she said. - days one cooks for the other.
always kepta - forus,”Ladwig  est daughter were his primary “He's the sort who holds the car "We work at cur marriage so.-
“positive attitude said. “He always - caregivers toward the final days. door opert for you”
no miatter what * . & readtousatbed Ladwigrecalls visitingwithher  Ruthe's alsé d post-ferminist See GRINNING/ back page.
life” s lhrown his - Jime. We'd beat  Dadwhile Kathryn was dying, ., . i -
way” - -  héme together “She’d be in the next room and
- Roesch, 79, dnd sgddedy ... Pad would talk to mé-about how

has been able ofit'of the blle,  ruch he loved marriage and fam-
not only fo sur-" ., he'dbreakinto - #y” Ladmg said, “He told me he'd f
vive-adversity - vsong. Hetaught  mary.again because he had loved - |
but to emerge us the fun part that relationship {with Kathryn}, 1
from it more de- - oflife, as-well because jt was so good with her?
termined in his's as teaching
refforts to allevi- us about [the DOESN'T ‘MAKE A SHOW!
ate the advérsity importance of] If Rogsch has had two Hives, his
‘Taced by othiers - character, famn-  second one began not-when he re-
— and typically ily,leadership?®  fired but in 1993, when he married
with a sraile, Althoughthe  Celia Homigan afler the two met
Y "Hehasa former senior through a mutual friend,
greatsense of . supplier quality ‘1 ihqught he was a wonderful -
humor” friéid engincereft Al man, sed Cels, o ad been

7 {fance Laundr widowed for €aFs upon meet-
Gib Stoebend GREEN LAKE- FESTIVAL of gyeriio W e vidower
itable, caring Muslc President John Roésch 1661 Roesch is “He was just who T was iuokmg : -
and empathetic endures teasing by a chanteuse  retired but not for; Loving, kind, lots of fun yet ALTHOUGH A PEQPLE person, John Roesch is perfectiy,

during an event ai Thrasher retiring, very thoughtful as well. comfortable alone with his tools, bundmg m hi

about people’s

Opera House.

submiticd phote

He quit his " “From the time I met him, I,

hame.




@IRENNQN (I/Roesch tlavels regulaﬂy to T onestown, MISS., to Volunteei

{hat if slays strong, and to be good
exaniples for our children,” she
said,

When not doing for her, Rc»e.sch
is doing for others — but always
quietly.” :

“He makes a difference \wthout
making a show,” Sorenson
said.

Roeschis
president of
the Green
Lake Festival
of Music
boardof .
directors ("el
presidente”
as he refers to
himself); treasurer of
the Thrasher Opera House; faithfil
follower at St. Catherine of Siena;
volunteer for Ripon Medical Cen-
. ler; and a passionate clieerleader
and board member for Habifat for
« Humanity, -

In fact, safe to say that no
ene in Ripon has helped build as
many horries in Jonestown, Miss,
{60 miles south of Memphls) as.

“Roesch.

ﬂUILDS HDM]EI"OR OTHERS

He becanie involved with Habi-
tat after réading about a nun, Sister
Pat, who upon| retirement decided
to move her ministry to the deep
" South, helping buitd homes for

those in need. i

Brother John cabled Sister Pal

She converted him.

“She said, * You know John, you .
can’t get to heaven in a recking
chair,”’ Celia said.

-Twice a year for 17 years
Roesch has been making the day-
long pilgrimage to Mississippl, -
Ripon-area residents who have
accompanied his hore-building -
missions understand Roesch's rou-
fine: ¥f you [eafe Ripon at 4 am.,
you can get down to Joresiown
by 5 or 6 p.m., allowing time for a
good night’s sleep before swinging
the hammer. *

“Last year was the first time
John didn’t go down; the Habitat
organization dida’t have enough
money to buy materials,” Celia
“It was a big disappointment for

fikm. That's his baby. He lives to go-

down theie and the people down
there love him. ¥'m sure he’ll go
down there as long as he can.”
One of many Ripon residents
who John has brought down to
Mississippi is Gib Stoeberl.
Stoeberl recalls arriving at the
modest Habitat dorm, only tosee a
couple ulility workers getting into
their vehicle. -
Roesch approached the men,
" thanking them for keeping the
power on during their stay.
The men informed the témpo-

ment for service, |,

Roesch quietly pald the bill out

of his own pocket,

The rest of the week was nor-
rmal, Stoeber] said. *“We paid for
gas, groceries and other expenses;

“worked our busts off for a week;

and lived in accommeoda-
; tions that were,
shall vve say,

‘interesting.’”
_ And then
it was time
fo leave, |
Roesch had

the volun-
feers teach for
 their wallets one,
B " more time,

“YWe nomally leave $175 hem
for seed money for the next group,”
Roesch told Stocbeil. “Yeah, it’s
kind of what we do.”

- “Tdon’t think 4l the creyys do
that,” Stocber said. “But John's

. crew does that”

© DOESN'TSAY NO

The only thing that one day may
hold Roesch back are his knees. -
The left one is geiting tired, caus-
ing him {o trade his delivering of .
Meals on Whetls to substituting at~
Ripon Medical Center's recepllon
desk.

The right one has been non-
functional since Roesch was shot
during the Korean War; the injury
forced a doctor to fuse his knee,
making it unable to bend.

But that hasn’ stopped Roesch

from biking, walking, siniging, ,
building, volunteering, Iauglung
and serving others,

“Jolmn doesn’t know how o say :
-no;" Celia said,

_That may be because he doesn't
act — or acknowledge — his age.

“fohn doesn’t consider himself
old,” Sorenson said of the man who
will turn 80 this June. *He thinks
he's 40 or 50 years old. If you told
John that in five years e could be
in a wheelchair, it wouldn’t com-
pute with him. He doesn’t think
that w »

JOHN HOESCH SH. stands two years ago wnzh his six chlldren who wife Cella says "Iove him fo
places.” They are, from lefi, daughters Paula and Barb, son John Roesch Jr., daughtars Karen,

- ‘Mary and Ann.

“He fides a bike when others
would complain,” Sorenson said,
“He walks when others say it's too
cotd” .

Roesch once spent a week,
limping like a pirate as he crewed
on the deck of a three-masted

" replica of a 19th century schooner,

the Denis Sullivan, as it plied the
waves 0f the Great Lakes.,

Roesch perseveres in spité of, if
not bacause of, his haadicap,

RIDES RECUMBENT BIKE

Because he can’t bend his knee,
Roesch rides a recombent bike.

He'd read anewspaper asticle
about four years ago concerning
a woman who races the bike —a-
low-to-the-ground two-ﬂqhee[er
powered by a rider in a laid back
position who uses arms 0 tufh the
wheels rather than the tradltlonal :

.+ fogt pedals,

Rocschcaﬂedr.h WO
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